
[Translation] 
RESPONSE TO WRITTEN OPINION (2nd) 



5. Contents of Response 

With regard to what is pointed out in the Written Opinion dated November 9, 2004 
(Date of Sending), the Applicant will respectfully argue as follows. 

In the above Written Opinion, the Examiner cites US 2001/19946A1 (Document 1), 
JP2000-161336A (Document 2), and JP7-54895A (Document 3), and judges that: 

(1) The inventions according to claims 1-4, 7-15, 25, and 26 have no inventive step 
based on Documents 1 and 3; and 

(2) The invention according to claims 5 and 16 have no inventive step based on 
Documents 1 and 2. 

However, the Applicant respectfully considers that the Examiner' statement is 
inappropriate for the reasons mentioned below. 

(1) Regarding the opinion that "the inventions according to claims 1^4, 7-15 f 18-23 f 25 f 
and 26 has no inventive step based on Documents 1 and 3 : 

(D First, the inventions according to claims 1 and 8 are a structure that "the damper 
mechanism includes an engaging mechanism; and the engaging mechanism includes a 
shaft that releases interlocking with said lid during a state in which the lid, when opened, 
is in a range from a fully closed position to an angle less than or equal to a 
predetermined angle, and interlocks with said lid during a state in which the lid is 
opened through an angle in excess of the predetermined angle". Such a structure is 
illustrated in Fig. 1 1 of the drawings of this application and further described in detail 
on page 15, line 16 - page 20, line 2 of the specification, and further on page 20, line 17 
- page 21, line 14 of the specification, with reference to Figs. 12 to 15. In those 
descriptions, the "damper mechanism" is exemplified as "the damper unit 108", and the 
above-mentioned "engaging mechanism" is exemplified as being comprised of the 
"cylindrical recess 118" and "contacting protrusions 120, 122" of the "shaft portion 106", 
the "shaft portion 112" of the "damper member 110", and so forth. The "shaft portion 
12" corresponds to the above-mentioned "shaft that releases interlocking with said lid 
during a state in which the lid, when opened, is in a range from a fully closed position to 
an angle less than or equal to a predetermined angle, and interlocks with said lid during 
a state in which the lid is opened through an angle in excess of the predetermined angle" 
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(2) In this regard, the Examiner states that: "Document 1 discloses an electronic device 
and an opening/closing mechanism therefor, which comprise a spindle portion, a biasing 
mechanism, and a damper mechanism for damping the opening operation of said lid, the 
damper mechanism which is arranged to perform no damping operation during a state in 
which said lid, when opened, is in a range from a fully closed position to an angle less 
than or equal to a predetermined angle, the damper mechanism being also arranged to 
operate for damping the opening operation of said lid during a state in which said lid is 
opened through an angle in excess of the predetermined angle". Further, the Examiner 
states that: "Document 3 discloses a damper mechanism including an engaging 
mechanism that releases interlocking during a state in which an angle less than or equal 
to a predetermined angle occurs and perform interlocking during a state in which an 
angle in excess of the predetermined angle occurs". Referring first to the "damper 
mechanism" of Document 1, as shown in Fig. 12 and described in the paragraph [0110] 
of the specification thereof, it is structured such that "a pair of frictional-resistance 
portions 73a, 73b are provided on the right side surface of a disk 73 with a phase 
difference of 180 degrees therebetween, and a pair of disk-like protrusions 75a, 75b are 
provided on the left side surface of a flange 75 with a phase difference of 180 degrees 
maintained therebetween, the disk-like protrusions 75a, 75b being capable of being 
disposed in sliding contact with the frictional-resistance portions 73a, 73b". Such a 
damper mechanism is completely different in structure from the "damper mechanism" 
according to the inventions of claims 2 and 8. 

(3) More specifically, not only is the "damper mechanism" of Document 1 completely 
different from the "damper mechanism" according to the inventions of claims 2 and 8, 
but also Document 1 does not teach or suggest in any way the "damper mechanism" 
according to the inventions of claims 2 and 8 in which until the lid is opened through a 
predetermined angle, the above-mentioned "shaft portion 112", in other words the 
above^nentioned "shaft", having a blade body provided on one end thereof is released 
from interlocking with rotating of the lid and does not rotate, so that the blade body 
provided on the one end of the "shaft" is not rotated and thus no damping force is 
exerted on the rotating of the lid. While when the lid is opened through an angle in 
excess of the predetermined angel, the above^nentioned "shaft" is rotated interlocking 
with the lid being rotated, and consequently a damping force is exerted on the rotating 
of the lid. 

(D Referring next to Document 3, as disclosed in the paragraph [0010] thereof, it is 
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structured such that: the variable damper 1 is substantially cylindrical; a center rocking 
shaft 9 and an intermediate cylindrical rocking shaft 11 are inserted in a substantially 
cylindrical body 7; a viscous fluid 13 is filled between the body 7 and the intermediate 
cylindrical rocking shaft 11; and the structure is sealed with an upper cap 5 and a lower 
cap 6. Obviously, such a structure is also completely different from the above- 
mentioned "damper mechanism" according to the inventions of claims 1 and 8. 
Needless to say, Document 3 also does not teach or suggest providing the above- 
mentioned "shaft" according to the present invention. Meanwhile, the paragraphs 
[00 17] -[0022] of Document 3 which are referred to by the Examiner, simply describe 
the operation of the variable damper 1 and does not describe anything that is related to 
the above^nentioned structure of the damper mechanism according to the present 
invention. 

(5) As understood from the above, neither Document 1 nor Document 3 teaches or 
suggests in any way the structure of the damper mechanism according to inventions of 
claims 1 and 8, and therefore it is apparent that whatever combination of Documents 1 
and 3 will never lead to the invention according to claims 1 and 8. Accordingly, the 
inventions according to claims 1 and 8 are not ones which are considered as lacking 
inventive step based on Documents 1 and 3, but ones which should naturally be 
patented. Additionally, the inventions of claims 2, 3, 4, and 7 depending from claim 1, 
and the inventions of claims 9-16 and 18-21 depending from claim 8, are also not ones 
which are considered as lacking an inventive step based on Documents 1 and 3, but 
ones which should naturally be patented. 

@ Furthermore, in the invention of claim 22, it is structured such that "the electronic 
device comprises damper means provided in said shaft portion, the damper means 
comprising: an engaging portion that is rotated interlocking with swinging of said lid; a 
shaft portion that is rotated and interlocked via the engaging portion with the swinging 
of the lid; and a resistor member connected to the shaft portion and arranged to perform 
damping of a biasing force of said biasing means in response to rotation of the shaft 
portion; wherein when the lid is positioned within a predetermined opening angle range, 
said shaft portion is released from interlocking with the lid being swung, and does not 
rotate and said resistor member does not perform damping of the biasing force; and 
when the lid is positioned outside the predetermined opening angle range, said engaging 
portion is rotated interlocking with the lid being swung so that said resistor member 
performs damping of the biasing force". A comparison of this structure and the 
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specification and drawings shows that the above-mentioned "damper means" is 
exemplified as "the damper unit 108"; the above-mentioned "engaging portion" is 
comprised of the "cylindrical recess 118", "contacting protrusions 120, 122" and so 
forth; the above^nentioned "shaft portion" corresponds to the "shaft portion 112" and to 
the "shaft" recited in claims 1 and 8; and the "resistor member" is exemplified as the 
non-illustrated blade body. In the structure according to the invention of claim 22, 
when the lid is positioned within a predetermined angle range, the above-mentioned 
"engaging portion" is rotated interlocking with the rotating of the lid, while the above- 
mentioned "shaft portion" (the above-mentioned "shaft") is not rotated due to 
engagement of the contacting protrusions 120, 122 with the "flat surface portions 114A" 
of the "shaft portion". Needless to say, such a structure is not taught or suggested in 
any of Documents 1 and 3. 

(7) Meanwhile, since the "frictional resistance portions 73a, 73b" described in 
Document 1 are confusable with the above-mentioned "resistor member" according to 
the present invention, the Applicant additionally states that the "resistor member" is 
"connected to the shaft portion" and "arranged to perform damping of a biasing force of 
said biasing means in response to the rotation of the shaft portion", that "when the lid is 
positioned within a predetermined opening angle range, said shaft portion is released 
from interlocking with the lid being swung and is prevented from rotation so that said 
resistor member does not perform damping of the biasing force, and when the lid is 
positioned outside the predetermined opening angle range, said engaging portion is 
rotated interlocking with the lid being swung so that said resistor member performs 
damping of the biasing force", and therefore that it is apparent that such a "resistor 
member" is entirely different from "a pair of frictional^esistance portions 73a, 73b 
provided on the right side surface of a disk 73 with a phase difference of 180 degrees 
therebetween" as described in Document 1. Further, in Document 3, it is arranged 
such that "the intermediate rocking blade 52 receives rocking resistance", the 
intermediate rocking blade 52 being adapted to be "disposed in contact with the 
protrusion 17 of the body 7", which is completely different from the "resistor member" 
according to the present invention. 

(§) As understood from the above, neither of the disclosures of Documents 1 and 3 
teaches or suggests the invention according to claim 22, and therefore whatever 
combination of Documents 1 and 3 will never lead to the invention of claim 22. 
Accordingly, the invention according to claim 22 is not one which is considered as 
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lacking an inventive step based on Documents 1 and 3, but one which should naturally 
be patented. Further, the invention of claim 23 depending from claim 22 should also 
naturally be patented. 

(2) Regarding the judgment that "the inventions according to claims 5 and 16 have no 
inventive step based on Documents 1 and 2" : 

CD The Examiner states that: "Document 2 discloses that a biasing mechanism and a 
damper mechanism are provided on different spindle portions. Therefore, it is easy for 
one skilled in the art to provide the biasing mechanism and the damper mechanism on 
different spindle portions, in the electronic device and the opening/closing mechanism 
for an electronic device which are disclosed in Documents 1 and 3." Indeed, it seems 
that Document 2 described that the biasing mechanism and the damper mechanism are 
provided on different spindle portions as the Examiner states. However, claims 5 and 
6 depend from claims 1 and 8, respectively, which are not ones that are considered as 
lacking an inventive step based on Documents 1 and 3 but ones that should naturally be 
patented, and therefore, even though such a description occurs in Document 2, it goes 
without saying that the inventions of claims 5 and 16 are not ones lacking an inventive 
step on that basis. 

(D Accordingly, the Applicant considers that the Examiner's judgment in this respect is 
also inappropriate. 

(3) It is respectfully solicited that an appropriate examination will be made in view of 
that which has been mentioned above. 
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